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GAL. vi. 10. 


Ar, we have therefore N54 ty, let us 
do Good unto all Men, e w_ Ii unto 
them 20/00 are of the Houſhol d of Forth, 


| A 8 the Chriſtian Inſtitution i is ith ſuperior 
to all others for the Excellency of its 


Sanctions, the Purity of its Aims, and the 
extenſive Influence of its Doctrines,: So does it in 
nothing more diſtinguiſh its Characteriſtick Beau- 

and Majeſty than in its general Benevolence, 
and univerſal Charity. 
It fo far differs from and tranſcends all philoſs- 

phical Schemes, and Jeusſo Traditions, that all 

Men muſt acknowledge (what our Saviour him- 
ſelf declares) * A new Commandment T give unto you, 
that ye love one another. True Chriſtian Charity 
implies a Diſpoſition and Defire to do all the 
good Offices which lie in our Power: And as 
Chriſtian Compaſſion directs at all prope: Op- 
ortunities ta do Good to all Men, fo Chriſtian 
Policy obliges us more eſpecially t to regard them 
who are of the Houſhold, of Faith. 

From which Vords, 1 ſhall endeavour, 


_ Dir To prove the general. Obligation of all 
Men upon Evangelical Principles t to do Good. 


* John 3 xiii. - 3t+ 
to 
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to all, with the various Motives to, and di- 
- ſtinguiſhing Rewards of this Duty, as well in 
regard to this Life, as that which is to come. 
Secondly, I ſhall recommend and ſpecify ſome | 
articular Seaſons and Opportunities, wherein 

* hs Acts of it ſhould be chiefly exerciſed, as 
well as ſome particular Perſons whom it 
ſhould. principally regard, and more imme- 
* diately affect. And then. 

. Thirdly, and Laftly, Apply the whole ,to the 
| laudable Occaſion, of our aſſembling” at BY 
Time and Place., 0 2 Mo 5 2 5 Ay 
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H Krall endegyour. 10. Srove in general 
Obligation of all Men, upon 1 inci" 
ples to do Good to all, with the various TT ION 
to, and diſtinguiſhing Rewards of ben ch ** 


in regard to, 8 en AS that which is S toc 
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the Power of nn 's bo to LE it. Fe ar o. very 
Bowels year, ia _ naturgl Affection pleads: he 
* and powerful ly in behalf f tho ſho car- 


* Prov, ii. 27. 
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neſtly implore, and really need dir Aſſiſtance. 
The Eye, the Ear, the Torge and the Heart 
unite their various Powers in truly merciful Dif. 
pöſitions, and in every Tendeney to do Good; 
and they muſt be the vileſt and moſt reprobate 
| Race of Men, nay, muſt degenerate below | the 
the very Beaſts that periſh, who refuſe to extend 
Acts of Mercy and Compaſſion, and - ſhut their 
Bowels againſt "thoſe for whom Chrift died. — or 
does Nature only dictate, but Reaſon alſo 
ſuades and invites us to the Exerciſe of every 
mutual good Office we are capable of. Tis ve- 
ry meet and right that we ſhould exert all the 
Faculties of our Souls and Bodies in ſo important 
an Employment. Nay it becomes us to embrace, 
to ſeek out and improve all Occaſions of recom- 
mending ſuch very commendable Offices. 

Revelation alſo concurs with the Voice of Na- 
ture and Reafon to encourage us to every Act of | 
Benevolence and Mercy. 

Charity is a Duty fo frequently enjoyned an 
enlarged on in holy Scripture, fo pathetically 
and powerfully” reprefented by our Saviour, and 
ſo particularly diſplayed and magnified by St. Paul, 
that it may juſtly be eſteemed one of the moſt 
diſtinguiſhing Graces of the Chriſtian Religion. 
And therefore tis our Duty, more eſpecially as 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, both in publick and pri- 
vate, to apply the moſt proper and powerful Per- 
fuafions to cheriſh and promote this excellent 
Virtue where it is, and to endeavour to pro- 


duce it where it is not. We are to ſet 5 
ITY | this 
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this moſt acceptable Duty in, its true and ami- 
able Colours, with all the Light and Life that we 
can give it: To every where illuſtrate and. diſplay 
it in its true and proper Glory, and to ſo endear it 
to the Affections of all our Hearers, as to engage 
them to the frequent and conſcientious Practice. 
If we want Examples to encourage us to this 
Chriſtian. Duty, the original Author -of our Be- 
ings is diſtinguiſhed as the Author of every 
good Work, and all truly charitable Offices are 
repreſented. and interpreted as god-like Acts. 
Nay, the very End and Deſign of our Saviour's 
coming into the World, and his very Meat 
and Drink, his whole Employment and Delight 
while he continued here, was in ding Good. His 
Apoſtles and Succeſſors in the Chriſtan Mini- 
ſtry have recommended and enforced, as well by 
Precept as Example, true Benevolence and Cha- 
rity. And both Reaſon and Experience will evince 
and prove, that we pervert and defeat the very 
end of our Creation, and Deſign of our Redem- 
tion by neglecting or refuſing; but every way pro- 
mote them by encouraging and abounding. in good 
Works. | 

Thus have we obſerved the great Extent 90 this 
Duty, and the general Obligation of all Men 1 upon, 
Evangelical Principles to do good to all. 
Even the Poor as well as the Rich have their re- 
ciprocal good. Offices, and proper Seaſons of doing, 
as. well as receiving Good. And daily Experience 
may evince that the Wealthy and Great have fre- 


* Occaſions for, and could ſcarce ſubmit or 
thrive 
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thrive without the Labour and Induftry, the Pains 
and Aſſiſtance of the vulgar and more indigent 
Part of Mankind: Nay the moſt inconſiderable 
of theſe, by their united good Wiſhes and fer- 
vent Prayers, may procure many private and pub- 
lick Advantages, and become the inſtrumental 
Cauſes of ſundry national conſequential Bleſſings. 
Bat the Rich in this World, as they have more 
abundant Treaſures, fo have they proportionably 
more Reaſon and more abundant Obligations to 
be rich in good Works. Such are frequently to 
be admoniſhed, that we were born to love and 
ſerve one another, to employ our Health, Plenty 
and Strength to the Support and Comfort of 
thoſe, who are neceſſitous and weak. Theſe 
are truly pious and charitable Exerciſes, every 
Way adorning our Character both as Men and 
Chriſtians, and to which there are ſundry very 
great and glorious Encouragements. Indeed 
there is no Quality more deſervedly venerable, 
nor more univerſally approved, than a generous 
Charity; it has a peculiar Beauty and Majeſty, 
that commands our Eſteem, that gains an Aſcen- 
dant over the Hearts as well as the Tongues of 
Men, and makes us both inwardly with and 
openly f ſpeak well of thoſe, who are daily exer- 
cCiſed in fa ch good-natured and truly pious Offices. 
Love and Affection are moſt endearing and en- 
gaging Qualities, the Returns they uſually receive 
are proportionate to their reaſonable Expectations 
and Deſires; and as they always intend, and'are 
2 employed in — Good to all ſo they 

are 
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are moſt commonly regarded and 8 by 
all. Both God and good Men ve /, honodr ' theſe 
who really deſerve, and are Juſt: entitled to the 
moſt abundant Honqaur. 

J may farther add, that this. ee Extreiſo 
of. doing Good is really a delightful and pleaſant, 
as well as a commendable Employment. For by 
doing Good to others we do Good to ourſelves; 
and Feel a Pleaſure and Satisfaction in freely be- 
ſtowing ſuperior even to many of the moſt de- 
lightful Entertainments. 8 1 

Charity is its own Reward, it carries a a Recom- 
pence in itſelf, and therefore. the leſs Ferluahon 
may recommend it to others. | 
 Epicurus, the great Patron of Pleaſure, could 
not but confeſs that the Exerciſe of doing Good 
had a very grateful Reliſh ; and 'twas generally 
thought, in that philoſophical Age, a difficult Point 
to determine, whether thoſe who confer, or thoſe 
who receive Favours, enjoy the nobler or more 
abundant Pleaſure : But real Experience to every 
true Chriſtian Patriot. will determine the Debate, 
and. confirm that Maxim of our Lord, * If 7 ig more 
bleſſed to give than to receive. 

Nor is the Practice of doing Good only a lows 
dable and delightful, but a moſt. advantageous 
and profitable Duty. Tis certainly the moſt po- 
litick and wh a Fund wherein we can diſ- 
poſe and place our Treaſures : Tis laying them 
out in the beſt Manner, to the moſt growing In- 
W nd upon the moſt infallible Security, ſince 


ks * Acts xx. 35. 


_ 


*' . a 
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* God is not unrighteous to forget our Works and 
Labour of Love , but if we + fow plenteoufly in 
theſe Acts of Libemlity and Mercy, we ſhall, even 
in this ſhort Scene of Life, and State of Proba- 
tion, be ſure to reap plenteouſiy. 
But to compleat our Felicity, ſuch truly pious 
and charitable Acts will beſt qualify us for. the 
Entertainment of Angels and the Joys of Futu- 
rity, and even when Faith is ſwallowed up in 
Viſion, and Hope in Fruition, will continue and 
be improved both in Degree and Duration. 
| Having proved the general Duty and Obliga- 
tion of all Men to do Good to all, with the va- 
rious Motives to, and diſtinguiſhing Advantages 
of it, both in this Life and le next. I pro- 
c e ed, 5 7 *. 


W To recommend Ny fecit ſome 
particular Seaſons and Opportunities, wherein the 
Acts of it ſhould be chiefly exerciſed, as well as 
ſome particular Perſons, whom it ſhould princi- 
* regard, and more immediately affect. | 
Now Wiſdom and Diſcretion muſt determine 
our Judgments, and direct our Choice, which are 
the beſt and Jn Seaſons to diſcharge this 
Dut " 
eo 'twas Solomon. s Obſervation in his Days: | 
that + to every Thing there is 4 Seaſon, ſo daily 
Experience proves, that there are ſome Times 
and Seaſons. more peculiarly adapted and more 
eſpecially appropriated to ſome particular Purpoſes. 

4 Heb. Yi. 1. „ en 
Wn B 2 And 
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And therefore. what Chriſtian 3 ſuig· 

eſts, Chriſtian Prudence alſo directs us to the 

7 5 of thoſe, which are moſt probably bar nk 
ble-of doing moſt Gd. 

Daily Experience ſhews, that in all the Acts and; 
Habits of Life, in all the Virtues of the Mind, 
and p ious Tendencies of the Soul; there are cri- 
tical 1 and Opportunities, when we may 
exert them with more Vigour, diſplay them with 
a better Grace, improve and advance them to 
a greater Advantage and Perfection. Now theſe 
muſt be wiſely managed, and warily applied to 
recommend us to the World, and render us cve- 
ry way uſeful in our Generation. 0 | 

Charity is a Virtue of a very comprehenſive 
Nature, and moſt diffuſive Extent ; it not only. 
employs the Head, and affects the Heart, but in- 
ſinuates and intermingles itſelf in all Gffices of 
Life. Whatever we undertake or act, whether 
in a private or publick Capacity, whether in 
Relation to God, our Neighbour, or ourſelves, 
Charity has a directing. and over-ruling Influ- 
ence, in Imitation of that known Rule and In- 
junction of the Apoſtle, * Let all wur 74 hings 
be done with Charity. 

Faith and ” wha are cnly 1 Cons 
and of ſhort Continuance, but + Charity, or the 
actual Exerciſe of doing Good, is a Grace that 
never fails, is at no Time i improper or unſeaſon- 

able, but extends its Operations brand the 
Grave, and even to Eteenity! itſelf. 
1 Cor. xvi. 14, +12 Cor, xiii, 8. 


And 


before the Sons of e l , 
large is tlie Field, and very wIdethe ag 


And as 
vince of this Catholick Grace of Charity A 
often exereiſed in Times of Calamity, Hum ren, 
and Mourning, and ſo aceording to the Sov of 975 
rach's Obſervation, * Mercy is eaſonable in Time of 


Affliction, as Oloeds- of Rain in the Time of Drought: 


80 is it more peculiarly adapted to all Times of 
Rejoicing, and more eſpecially becoming the 
Houſe 6f Mirth and Feifting.”' For an agfec- 
ble Mixture of Love and Sood Works qua- 
drates rightly and favours properly with afl mu- 
nificent Banquets, and ſocial Refreſhments ; vor 
can we juſtly denominate them truly Chriltian 
Entertainments, but when accompanied wich rex 
Works of Mercy - and fruitful Ads of Begeft⸗ 
cence. e as 
And here we may juſtly © cent this Aw 
niverſaty Feſtival, which abounds'with ſo man 
ſpiritual as - well as temporal Comforts, wh 
with the Bleſſing of God,” has been the Means of 
drying up ſo many Widows Tears, and refreſh- 
ing ſo many helpleſs Orphans in their diſconſd- 
late State; and which, we hope, will prove 4 
growing and multiplying Fund to ſupport and 
comfort the numerous Seed of Aaron, the di- 
ſtreſſed Houſhold of Faith. And fare” F am, 
that we can never ſo acceptably ＋ eat the Fut 
and drink the Sweet as when we fend Portions 
to them for whom nothing is prepared, and min- 
gle with our worldly Entertaimnents and De- 


* Ecclus, xxxv. 20. + Neem. viii, 10. 
which 


Ros, F 


lights the much nobler Pleaſures and SatisfaCtions, 
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which reſult. and How Fro true Liberality and 
Charity... 

Hence from the proper Sealons: and Opporaudh» 
ties of doing Good, we naturally proceed to the 
Perſons, whom our beſt Acts of Benevolence, 
and our moſt unwearied Exerciſes of M ercy and 
Bounty ' ſhould L principally regard, and more im- 
mediately affect. 

And here the. Perſons 83 in gene- 
ral are the whole Order of Aaron, who, as 
they watch for Mens Souls, and are the hap- 
py.. Inſtruments of procuring them Advantages 
and Privileges moſt valuable in this Life, and as 

durable and permanent as Eternity itſelf: ſo 
without mag 518 our Office, or exceeding the 
Bounds either of Decency or Truth, they de- 
ſerye ſuitable Returns of Reſpect and Gratitude, 
and greater Meaſures of them than the preſent; 
too degenerate Age is inclined to pay. | 
 Ecclefiaſtical Perſons were formerly held in great 
3 2 and Repute, nay, * bighly eſteemed in 
Love for their Works ſate. Church Donations 
were then very laviſhly beſtowed, and few 
| there were, who thought they could do too much 
for thoſe, who were their Diretor and Guides 
in the way to Salvation. ; 
And however we at this Timo may fall ſhort 
in very numerous Inſtances of the ſame reſpect- 
ful Acknowledgements; tis too well known to 
be diſputed, or denied, that neither in Know- 
ledge nor Capacity, in true Zeal nor good Morals 


1 Theſ, v. 13. 


are 
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are we com \paratively deficient,” nor indeed im 


any real [Qualifications of true 12 95 "et wwe- 
inferior in this to any former Ages. mi vod 


it may be juſtly 2Gted to Tort" mere 
aibient" Times, that they were too liberal ane 
profuſe in their Bounties to the Clergy, I fear, 
we may too truly be reproached with the con 
trary Extreme of too much Negli igence or Par- 
fimony in the Proviſion: made for our” Gil 
The upon ſundry Accounts, and EY abundant 
Reſpects, we may juſtly glory and rejoice in, 
yet 1 it will always continue an indelible Blot en 
our Reformation from Popery, that we tow 
much reduced. and ſtraitned the Revenues of 
the" Proteſtant” Clergy, and abridged them of 
Advantages, which they had a Right and Privi- 
lege to enjoy, as the" Servants of God. How 
well calculated this Scheme miglit be; and ſuc- 
deſsfully managed, to the carrying on the the Ends 
of the Reformation then, and of ſupporting ; 
them ſince, I ſhalt not here examine. Certain it? 
that 'the wiſeſt Heads of the' Nation, and beſt 
diſpoſed Hearts would be uſefully applied, and 
might very properly be employed in providing 
a Remedy, and reſcuing the inferior Clergy: from 
that Baked of Poverty, and heavy. 2 2 
Duty they are obliged to undertake for ſo in 
competent a Salary, which even when ate 
and ericouraged,” with. the Benevolence of -the 
People, will in many Places 1 neun to 4 
12 5 Subſiſtan ce. 

Theſe and VA like Grioviness: may be lightly 
11 touched 


i 4 
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touched upon and barely mentioned, but 3 very 
improperly be enlarged and expatiated on here, leaſt 
they interrupt and cloud. the Glory of this Feſtival. 
We may more ſeaſonably —4 our Thoughts, 
entertain and bleſs. our Eyes with more agreeable 
Proſpects, reflect on the ſundry Bleſſings, Ad- 
„ ges and Privileges, happily. entailed on ma- 
y of the Sons of Levi: On ſuch more parti- 
1 „ who by their Learning and Knowledge, 
their Probity and Integrity, their Affability and 
Humility, their Forks of Faith, and Labours of 
Love, maintain the Dignity of their Characters, 
and do Honour to that hi — 5 Stations, and bet- 
ter Circumſtances in the World. Of theſe we 
may juſtly : glory,” and ſhould continually pray, 
that God would 'increaſe and enlarge the Number 
of his Elect, the true Lovers of Sion, and the 
Sons thereof! 3 That i in, every Age he would cauſe 
the Red e Aaron 10 bud, and more abundantly 
Aouriſb in the Courts of the Lord's Houſe. That 
the —— of ſome might provoke others to 
Emulation, and ſo gradually unite to diſplay the 
Light of their good Works, and glorify our Father 
which. is in Heaven. Such laudable Practices 
will always become us, not only as Men and 
Chaiſtians, but as Minifters of the Goſpel, and 
Stewards | of tbe Myſteries of tbe Church: f 
Chrift.. Theſe will render our Miniftrations 
both acceptable. to God, and profitable to thoſe 
committed to our Charge, will diftinguiſh our va- 
rious Labours, with many fruitful Bleſſings, and 


crown them with Suecels: Nay, to comprise all, 
in 


before the Sons of the Clergy, 4; * 1 
in 4 few Words, will make us Prophets mighey 
in Deed and Word x. | | 

Havin conſidered the general Duty and Obli- 
gation of doing Good, tke Time when, and the 


Perſons whom it ſhould N reſpeRt. 1 
n n 


7. W550 2 d Loft, To ws 1 Whole to cbs 
laudable Occaſion of our Seite at this Time 
and Place. © ISLA 

We are here aſſembled at this time, more e parti- 
cularly to proteſt againſt the Errors of thoſe, who 
Colt heavy Burdens, and among others that of 
Celibacy on All thoſe of their eccleſiaſtical Order: 

Me are prepared at all times, not only tõ an- 
fer and confute all Difficulties:and Objections, 
which may be raiſed againſt, but to vindicate in 

all its parts the Hapfy: State and Ootidition-of: the 
married Clergy. 2 19 

What Dangers and Aüchetencdd ES from 
Romiſh Inhibitions, theyavho frequently feel them, 
have juſt Cauſe to lament. That we are ſenſible 
of 'the Conveniences, the Privileges and 4 
tages of a married State is on Glory ud Fog 
To this we may aſcribe the e {pled 
Appearances in this ſolemn Place, the roman 
Confluence of all Orders and Degrees of Men, 
who unite to grace the preſent! Sofemity': Nay, 
many of all Ranks and ' Profeſſions, the Court, 
the: City, the Church and the State, really owe 
their Original' and Deſcent from, their brighteſt 
Ornament and Splendor to, this Honourable Tribe, 


TIE Luke xxiv. 19. 
7 C Such 


r ð 4 dimm We 
guch is the hereditary Glory of this. ſacred? 
Order, fuch are every Way the diana of 
this venerable Progeny.. ' 

But to from the 8 to the Uſes and 
Ends of few s preſent Aſſembly ;: the Widows and 
Fatherleſs have been in all Ages eſteemed truly, 
pitiable Objects, and the moſt — Inſtances | 
of our tendereſt Compaſſion. : 

If we appeal to Experience, we may olainly 

Kt ts that the wiſeſt Nations have generally. 
paid a particular Regard to the Families of thoſe, 
Alle Anceſtors of old, or their immediate Fa- 
thers, have. diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their ſu- 
periot Parts, their perſonal Valour, or other uſe- 
ful. Accompliſhments, and were ever aſhamed, . 
that their Balea thould: want, whoſe. Parents | 
ſo excell d. 
It may jultly be. charged as a great Imputation 
on us, , they who have ſown unto us pi, ritual 
Tenge ſhould not at ſome time or other deſerve 
and reap our carnal: And it will ever be account- 
ed our greateſt Diſetedit and Sh vo if the Wi- 
dows and Orphans of thoſe, who have employed 
theit Studies, their Subſtance, nay the chief Part 
of their Lives in Offices ſacred in themſelves, and 
beneficial in their Conſequences; ſhould ever be 
deſtitute of the.Neceſfiries and Conveniences of 
Life. :To prevent which, the. charitable Deſign . 
of this Day was: wiſely calculated at firſt, has 
hitherto ſucceeded with the Bleſfing of God be- 
I what we' could expect or conceive, and will, 


* 1 Cor. is, © 


wwe 


before the Sons of the Clergy, 1744. 19 


we truſt, prevail i in tire even to the utmoſt of our 
roms.” ©: N 
The good Ineentions and beſt Eadeavourd of : 
this I ncorporated Society have been not only 
bleſſed and watered with the Dew of Heaven, but 
 * Kings have been its nurſing Fathers, Queens its 
nurſing Mothers; and in every Age have ſprung 
up Men of more than common Zeal, Generoſity 
and Charity (the great Ornaments of the Age- 
they lived in, and the Glory of their Times) who 
have given freſh Life and Spirit to this moſt. 
excellent Inſtitution, have both extended its 
Foundation, and enlarged. its Influence. And: 
blefſed are thoſe Saints now in Heaven, who bleſ-- 
ſed others here by their Labours of Love, and 
are not bleſſed for their good Works ; And . 8 
be thoſe of the Lord who ſhall not have. off their 
Kindneſs to the Living, and to the, Dead : of 
As we muſt needs be ſenſible, that ve _ 
rous are the Objects, and very large the 
of this moſt extenſive Bae , if the _ 
Funds and Aſſiſtances fall ſhort, 4 the Channels 
ſhould not prove ſufficient to ſupply the Stream; 
to excite and animate our Zeal we have a late lau- 
dableExample || of a neighbouring Nation, which 
the Wiſdom of our Legiſlature has made one e Na- 


v0 Is, xlix. 23, + Ruth ii. 20. 
See An At for raiſing and eftabliſhing a Fund for a "92 


viſion for the Widows and Children of the Miniſters of the 
Church of Scotland, and of the Heads, Principals and Maſters - 
of the Univerſities of St. Andrew's, Glaſgow, = Edi nburgh. 6 


Friday, 2d of — 174 3. 
tion 
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tion with us, and one People; wha is FAO 
Piety and Concern for the Widows ang. Or phans 
of their miniſterial Function we may very. Fakely 
commend, who upon this Occaſion more © G4 
ly are allowed to merit our preſent Praiſe and 
Eſteem, and may be thought worthy of our fu- 
ture Imitation. 

All I would aim at is, that * they who wait at the 
Altar. ſhould have a comfortable Subſiſtance, and 
live f the Altar, and that the Families of thoſe, who 


faithfully ſerve God, ſhould not be left deſtitute, 


nor appear in a worſe Condition than thoſe, 2550 


only ſerve Tables; but that ſuch!-a decent Provi- 
ſion and Maintenance be ſecured for them as their 
Circumſtances ſhall require, or their Character 


deſerve. 
This, with ſundry other Charities abounding in 


this Age, may prove a Means of averting impend- 


ing Judgments, of procuring national Advantages, 
and by engaging the united Prayers of the Wi- 


dows and Fatherleſs in their Aflictions and Di- 
ſtreſs, may draw down ſuch divine Bleſſings on 
ourſelves, and our Poſterity, that + Things may fuc- 
 ceed well with us, and with our Children for ever. 


on Which God of his infinite Mercy grant, e, 
* Gee ix. 13. Deut. v. 3: — 
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